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PRESIDENTS REPORT…. 

Well It is hard to believe that Easter has come and gone already.   Hope the 

Easter Bunny was good to you, and you didn’t eat too much chocolate.   Easter is 

always a great opportunity to take those few extra days to enjoy friends and 

family, both two and four legged, furred and feathered. 

Finally, a break in the weather.   It seemed that summer was never going to end.   

The cooler days are such a relief for you as much as me, and all our fur friends. 

Well, it seems that Equestrian Gold Coast Club has claimed a new crown.   We 

seem to have taken the prize from PRARG for breaking droughts, bringing on 

cyclones, and causing all sorts of weather havoc.   Our first four competitions of 

the year all having to be cancelled because of two cyclones, and unprecedented 

rainfall.  Sigh!!! 

Whilst we know this is incredibly frustrating for you, our members and riders, 

believe me it is more so for our committee.  The amount of work behind the 

scenes with set up of arenas, draws, scheduling, organising judges, helpers, 

prizes and a myriad of other tasks make having to cancel soul destroying.   We 

would like to thank all of you for being so understanding, and our wonderful 

sponsors who have been so supportive. 

We look forward to seeing you at our Show Jumping Competition on 12th May at 

Oxenford Pony Club, and our Dressage Member/Participant Day on 26th May.   

Fingers crossed for no floods, pestilence or other natural disasters. 

For those of you heading off to Sydney CDI in the next week, all the best of luck. 

Travel safely.  Go Queenslanders!! 

 

Kaz Roe 

EGCC President 

 

 

       
 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to like us on Facebook 

to receive updates on upcoming 

events!  
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SHOWJUMPING REPORT… 

EGCC held a Becky Jenkins clinic in March which proved to be a great success, the clinic was 
booked out and all the riders and horses enjoyed themselves learning new skills and 

jumping techniques. 
We have another show jumping clinic scheduled for the 2nd of June with Chloe Hughes, for 

more information and prices check out the EGCC website. 
Unfortunately our March show jumping competition was cancelled due to severe weather, as 

disappointing as it was we had the safety of our horses and riders in mind, the next show 
jumping day is on the 12th May and we will be offering prizemoney and prizes including 
rugs and saddle cloths, we are hoping the day will be enjoyed by all as we cater for all 

levels of horses from cross rails to 120cm. We will be looking for volunteers to help with the 
running of the day so if you are free to lend a helping hand it would be greatly appreciated. 
The EGCC show jumping committee looks forward to seeing everyone at the next event and 

showcasing our new jumping equipment. 
 

By Rebecca Bates - EGCC Show jumping Co-Coordinator 
 

 
 

  Show jumping Clinics 
All of our Show Jumping Clinics have been confirmed for Tom Rose Park at Nerang. The 

next Jumping clinic will be with Chloe Hughes on the 2nd June.  Victoria is doing a great job 
as clinic coordinator and interest is high so get in quick to secure a place. Congratulations 
to Shelly Simmons who won a $25 Horseland Gold Coast voucher for best presented at the 

Becky Jenkins showjumping clinic in March.  
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A special offer from our sponsor 

Bendigo Bank Upper Coomera…  

We’ve just announced an EOFY special rate 
for Equipment Finance (up until 30 June). 
 The rate is 3.99% for Equipment Finance 

transactions for the following assets. 

•       All passenger vehicles including   

SUVs, Utilities and Vans 

•       Buses/Coaches 

•       Tractors, Trucks and Trailers 

•       Earth-moving Equipment 

(Excavators/Bulldozers/Scrapers/ 

Wheel Loaders/Bobcats). 

 
The following qualifying terms apply: 

•       Vehicles/Equipment must be  
NEW (Demonstrators are 

acceptable) 

•       Business Customers/Business 
Purposes only 

•       Only applicable for transactions 
that will be settled prior to 30th 

June 2019 

•       Rate applies for all funding terms 
up to 5 years 

•       No other rate discount / 
discretion can be applied to this 

special rate 

•       Documentation Fees payable 
($450 + GST if applicable) 

 
To enquire about this exceptional offer, 
please contact Karen McDonald on the 
details below. 

Karen McDonald - Business Development 
Manager 

M: 0422 813 507 

Karen.McDonald@bendigoadelaide.com.au 

 

 

DRESSAGE REPORT… 
 

Thank you to everyone who has got behind the Club and supported the new Committee. 
We haven’t had a break with the weather but on a positive note it has become apparent 

that the Dressage Community is alive and well. 

 
Our disappointment at not being able to run our events due to unforeseen rain and wind 

was reversed by the number of people who offered to help both with the setup, 
penciling and pulling down the arenas. A true community effort. 

Thank you to all involved. 
 

We are now focused on our next events the Horse Land Members/Participants day on 
the 26th of May this will be followed by the Saddle Fitter Young Horse Member 

/Participant day on the 9th of June. Make sure you get your entries in; we have a super 
prize pool! 

 
The Paula Price Clinic was held in March and was well attended. 

Thank you to Amanda Moore and Karen Akins for looking after the riders and horses, 

Karen’s Icy poles went down a treat. 

Once again the Horseland vouchers proved to be a hit with Lee Muir Clark winning best  
presented. 

Paula is such a wealth of knowledge so make sure you attend one of our dressage 
clinics, and make the most of the wonderful opportunity to train with her. 

 
Cheers 

Libby Welch 
Dressage Co coordinator 

 

PAULA PRICE DRESSAGE CLINIC… 

Some beautiful photos from the Paula Price Dressage Clinic held at Tom Rose 

Park on the 24th of March 2019. Congratulations to our winner Lee Muir for Best 

Dressed rider. Lee received a 

$25 voucher from our generous sponsor Horseland Gold Coast. 
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AN ARTICLE FROM OUR SPONSOR GOLD COAST EQUINE 

CLINIC… 

Equine Nutrition – Keep It Simple! 

By Dr Rhian Partridge MA Cantab VetMB -Gold Coast Equine Clinic 

When it comes to feeding your horse the key thing is to keep it 

simple. The equine feed and supplement market is swamped with 

thousands of different options, many of which have no clinical 

basis and simply confuse the majority of horse owners. 

The equine diet should be focused around fibre – for most of our 

horses this comes in the form of grass, hay, chaff and high fibre 

feedstuffs like beet pulp (SpeediBeet). A horse in ideal body 

condition should receive around 2% of their bodyweight as fibre 

on a daily basis to maintain body condition (for a 500kg horse 

this is 10kg of fibre). It is important to remember that it is not 

safe to reduce a fibre ration to less than 1% of bodyweight, so on 

any weight loss program a horse must still receive this ration of 

fibre in a 24 hour period. 

 

Once the fibre section of the diet is sorted out what else do we 

need to consider? 

- Essential vitamins, minerals and amino acids 

- Calories for energy (this will obviously vary dramatically 

depending on what your horse does for a job, its age etc.) 

- Added supplements specific to certain needs e.g. arthritis, 

skin disease, tropical grazing 

- Salt – in our environment it is crucial for horses to be 

getting daily salt, especially in the hot and humid summer 

months when they sweat lots 

 

Unless we analyse the fibre ration our horses are receiving it is 

impossible to ascertain as to whether they are getting their daily 

ration of vitamins, minerals and amino acids. In addition the 

amount of “hard feed” given by most owners doesn’t cover the 

daily ration and if they fed the amounts needed to meet this their 

horse would be obese! Thus it is a good idea to use an 

appropriate supplement or balancer. Always seek advice from 

your veterinarian or nutritionist in regard to this, as there are 

hundreds of options available, some of which will be a complete 

waste of money. It is essential that the product is bioavailable i.e. 

it can be absorbed and used by the horse. We recommend the 

KER range of feeds and supplements but there are other options 

available. 

When it comes to calories we must remember that horses get 

calories and energy from their fibre ration e.g. hay. For many 

horses this will be enough and there is no need for a “hard feed”. 
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If your horse is in lots of work however then additional calories 

may be required to maintain body condition and provide energy. 

These calories can be “fat” or “cereal/grain” based. Grain is best 

avoided unless your horse really needs that fast hit of energy 

(such as a racehorse) as the horse’s digestive tract is not 

designed to use it and it can predispose to hind gut 

acidosis/perpetuate gastric ulcer problems/make horses “fizzy” 

etc. Fat is a much better option, being kinder on the gut and not 

“fizzing” up the horse. This can be given in the form of various 

oils (ricebran,vegetable,linseed) or fat based feeds such as high 

fat stabilized rice bran (found in KER EquiJewel). Care should 

obviously be taken to ensure “hard feeds” don’t cause 

unnecessary weight gain. 

Condition specific supplements are sadly a minefield! This is a 

market that is not controlled and thus littered with things that 

simply don’t work! Generally you pay for what you get in terms of 

quality but this isn’t always the case. Remember that your horse 

doesn’t need a supplement unless there is a specific need. In this 

part of the world one very important consideration is exposure to 

‘oxalate rich’ pastures such as setaria, kikuyu etc. All horses with 

exposure to these should be on a supplement to prevent “Big 

Head” e.g. KER Bone Food Plus. In addition for horses in high 

level work or with signs of arthritis there are certainly 

supplements that can benefit (we utilize the 4cyte range with 

great feedback from clients). And without a question of a doubt 

there is evidence that Omega 3/6/9 supplementation can help 

improve skin issues such as Queensland Itch. 

My key take home is KEEP IT SIMPLE. Focus on your high quality 

fibre and then speak to your veterinarian or nutritionist to give 

you guideance in terms of what else your horse needs. Most 

owners through no fault of their own massively over complicate 

the diet of their equine friends and in the process can 

unknowingly cause problems or at best waste a lot of money! 

We are always here to answer any questions and also provide a 

full service via KER where your horse’s requirements can be fully 

addressed. Feel free to contact us at 

vets@goldcoastequineclinic.com.au with any questions you may 

have off the back of this article. 

 

Written By Dr Rhian Partridge - MA Cantab VetMB MRCVS 
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